
 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

We continue to make preparations for the reopening of our church this weekend for the Solemnity of Pentecost 

when we will celebrate the gift of God’s Spirit to the church and to each of us.  We are taking pains to ensure 

that our worship space is as safe as possible as we endeavor to protect everyone from illness during this 

challenging time. 

 

I am grateful to those who have already volunteered to assist with the reopening process.  In this regard, we 

need to be cognizant of the fact that many of our regular volunteers are themselves seniors who for decades 

have been the “backbone” of our faith community at St. Mary’s.  We are indebted to all of them for their 

generous service and commitment to our parish and for the witness of their unwavering faith.   

 

At this time, however, we need to do our best to protect them from risks associated with infection, so at least in 

this phase 1 of reopening, we will not utilize them as volunteers as this I believe would not be prudent.  We 

need some of our “younger” members to step up and provide assistance in roles such as greeter and hospitality 

minister as we help members of our parish to adapt to the important protocols that seek to keep all members of 

our community as safe as possible. 

 

If you might be willing to volunteer to help in one of these roles, I would be very grateful for your support and 

assistance.  Please contact the parish office if you are able to help. 

 

As you discern how you will participate in the liturgy going forward, again I would urge our seniors and 

parishioners with preexisting health conditions that might place them at risk to be prudent and cautious in their 

decision making.  We very much look forward to welcoming you back to St. Mary’s, but want you to be safe 

when you do return.  All parishioners need to make informed careful decisions about how they will participate 

at Mass going forward.  I would suggest that coming back when you feel comfortable given all the data is 

probably the right way to approach this.  We will continue to offer Daily Mass and Mass on Sunday online for 

those who feel that they need to continue to participate in Mass through live stream or local cable broadcasts. 

The dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation from Cardinal Sean will continue for the foreseeable future.  

*Please note that our online Sunday Mass time has changed from 11am to 10am. 

  

We are planning to reopen the church this coming weekend and ask that parishioners make reservation for 

seating if they are planning to attend.  There will be a link to Sign Up Genius on the parish website for this 

purpose beginning on Thursday.  Parishioners who do not have access to the internet can make reservations by 

phone by calling the parish office.  Please keep in mind that masks will be required except for those who have a 

medical reason that precludes their doing so.  In addition social distancing needs to be maintained from the 

process of gathering for Mass, until parishioners return to their homes with exceptions for members of the same 

household. 

 

If you have questions, please contact the parish offices so that a staff member can assist you. 

 

Thank you for your continued prayers and support for our faith community here at St. Mary’s. 

I and all of the members of the staff look forward to welcoming you back when you believe it is prudent for you 

to return to in-person participation in the Mass. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

Fr. Mike Doyle 

Pastor 

 


